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thority, so much resented in Latin America, were justified in
itself, it should certainly not be allowed to produce effects
beyond the time of acquisition of a new nationality by a former
citizen of the forum. But even without a change of nationality,
it is shocking that the national law should Jay hold of a man
who abandoned, his country many years ago, and of his chil-
dren and grandchildren, who live in different surroundings
and never think of themselves as subject to any law other than
that of their new country. If the principle of nationality is to
survive, its claim should cease at Jeast when the propositus
has established himself in a new country and has founded new
family relations, or simply when considerable time has elapsed.
The Harvard Research in International Law in its Draft Con-
vention on Nationality has proposed to restrict the acquisition
of nationality by birth (jure sangmnis) to the second gen-
eration of an emigrant.219 This solution would be of some
help, but the pretensions of the old personal law should be
limited even more strictly.
6. Conclusion
We may well conclude that both systems of testing the per-
sonal law are seriously defective. The principle of nationality,
however, suffers not merely from its complicated nature. We
shall see that its unpopularity, so conspicuous in the French
literature, has reached critical proportions in court decisions
and legislation, in particular with respect to divorce.
There is one more circumstance apt to destroy what use-
fulness nationality may still have as a criterion for status.
Many millions of people have emigrated in the course of the
war, in the estimate of some experts as many as thirty millions
in Europe alone, and others will do so; millions have also lost
their former citizenship or will not be able to prove to which
state they belong. In European countries where the nationality
219 23 Am. J. Int. Law Spec. Supp. (Harvard Law School) (1929) 13, art. 4..